
 
 

Sunday, November 29, 2020 

First Sunday of Advent 

Welcome! 

Welcome to worship on the lawn!  You honor us by participating in this 
service.  This service will surely look and feel different than that which you 
have previously experienced.  There are truths that remain:  the root of the 
word liturgy is “the work of the people.”  Meaning all that happens in this 
community works because of your participation.  Who we are and what we 
bring is enough because we are assured that God delights in our worship! 

As an act of care for yourself and all those gathered, please maintain 
appropriate physical distance at all times.  Masks must be worn by all those 
above the age of two.  We will not be passing an offering plate, though there 
is an offering box available for use on the welcome table.   

The Book of Common Prayer reminds us that if one is unable to actually 
consume the consecrated bread and wine for any reason, the desire is 
enough for God to grant all the benefits of communion.  As we continue to 
practice safety and care for ourselves and one another throughout the 
pandemic, this act of prayer and meditation can provide the means by which 
you can associate yourself with the Eucharistic Action and open yourself to 
God’s grace and blessing. 

The words of our worship service are lifted from the Episcopal (and before 
that Anglican) tradition.  The thing that sets us apart from other 
denominations is our dedication to Common Prayer.  These same words 
have been used for hundreds of years by people all over the world, and are 
still used today.  The hope of finding ourselves in the midst of this ancient 
tradition is that we might both learn from those who have come before, and 
add our own voices to the heavenly chorus. 



The Liturgy of the Word 

Musical Offering  

Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People His mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

Celebrant  Lord, have mercy.  
People Christ, have mercy.  
Celebrant  Lord, have mercy. 

The Collect of the Day   

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.    
People        And also with you.    
Celebrant   Let us pray.    

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put 
on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when 
he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and 
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Lessons   

A reading from Isaiah 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 



From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 



5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 



Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 
and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when 
you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—
for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.”      Mark 13:24-37 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Homily                The Rev. Beth Franklin 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 



    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People For The Season Of Advent 

As we keep awake for the coming of the Lord, let us offer prayers 
to God who prepares a light for our path. For the peace of the 
world, and for our unity in Christ, we pray, 

 Come, O Lord, and save us. 
 

For the Church, that it may not grow weary of proclaiming the 
gospel of Christ and serve as beacon of hope to a suffering world. 
For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding 
Bishop; Susan, Jennifer, and Porter, our bishops; Beth, our rector; 
for all who minister in Christ; and for all the holy people of God, we 
pray, 

 Come, O Lord, and save us. 
 
 For the church throughout the world, and the faithful in every 

place, especially our brothers and sisters at Lomax, we pray, 



 Come, O Lord, and save us. 
 

For the leaders of the nations and all in authority, especially 
Donald, our President, Joe, our President-Elect, Ralph, our 
Governor, and the members of the Arlington County Board. For all 
affected by coronavirus around the world. For the leaders of the 
nations that they may work together for the common good as the 
outbreak spreads. May barriers that divide be brought down that 
bonds of trust may be strengthened to benefit the entire human 
family, we pray,   
Come, O Lord, and save us. 

 
 For justice, peace, and freedom among peoples of the earth, we 

pray, 
 Come, O Lord, and save us. 
 
 For the safety and welfare of all those serving our nation at home 

and abroad. For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for the 
hungry and the oppressed, and for those in prison, we pray, 

 Come, O Lord, and save us. 
 
 For the dying and the dead, especially those we name at this time; 

and for those who mourn, we pray, 
 Come, O Lord, and save us. 
 
 For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need, and for 

those we name at this time, either silently or aloud. (Pause)  
 Come, O Lord, and save us. 
 
 Joining our voices with the Blessed Virgin Mary and with all the 

saints and angels of God, let us offer ourselves, and one another, 
to the living God through Christ. We pray, 

 Come, O Lord, and save us.  
 

Almighty God, come and shine on those who sit in darkness and 
the shadow of death. Sustain and support the anxious, be with 
those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Mercifully accept the 



prayers of your people, and grant us hope as we expectantly wait 
your coming again, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin   

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   

Silence may be kept.   

Minister and People  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you  in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 

left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your Name. Amen.   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.  

Peace  

Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  For you are the source 
of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 



Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 
out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 



through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with [                          and] all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

Prayer for Spiritual Reception 

Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your 
people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus 
to be the bread of life.  Though we cannot consume these gifts of bread 
and wine, we thank you that we have received the sacrament of Christ’s 
presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s 
passion.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we embody your desire 



and be renewed for your service, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

Musical Reflection  

Post Communion Prayer  

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and 
nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 
Blood.  Now send us forth a people forgiven, healed, renewed; that we 
may proclaim your love for the world and continue in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior.  Amen.  

Blessing  

And may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep my heart 
and mind in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be with me now and always. Amen. 

 

Activities This Week At St. Michael’s 

Sun., Nov. 29   9:00 AM Virtual Service 
   10:30 AM Worship on the Lawn 
   11:30 AM – 1:00 PM Pick Up Advent Wreath Kits 
Sun., Dec. 6    9:00 AM Virtual Service 
   10:30 AM Worship on the Lawn 

 

Those Serving Today 

Seminarian   Amanda Dosher 

Music    Jim Thorne, Noel Warford 

Lector     

Usher     

Assistants    Lucy Jimenez 
     

 

 



Prayer List Week of November 29, 2020 

In the Anglican Communion, we pray for the Lusitanian Church.  In the region of Arlington we pray for 

Trinity.  We pray for leaders of churches everywhere, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, 

our Presiding Bishop; Susan, Jennifer, and Porter our bishops; Beth, our rector, and Amanda our 

seminarian.   

We pray for goodwill among nations; for Donald, our President, Joe, our President Elect, Antonio, Secretary 

General of the United Nations, Ralph, our Governor, members of the Arlington County Board, and all those 

in authority. We pray for the welfare of those serving our nation at home and abroad, especially Jeremy, 

Georganna, and Annamarie.   

In our Parish Family, we welcome Clementine Edwina Sullivan into the household of God, and we pray for 

Maria, Erin, Chrissie, Silas, Roberta, Margot, Paul, Anthony, Leroy, Cindy, Sarah, Giovana, Connor, Lisa, 

Jonathan, Genevieve, and Libby.    

In our greater community, we pray for Cindy, Rita and Paul, George, Emily, Andrew, Cate, Wendy, Ethan, 

Marion, Roland, Lexi, Patty, Ethan, Caroline, Joe, Whitney, Dave, Henry, Richard, Becky, Susan, Keith, 

Martha, Barbara, Betty, Joyce, Doris, Susan, Evelyn, Janet, Jennifer, JoAnn, Devon, the Smith family, 

Marjory, Mary, Laura, Kathy, Barbara, Molly, all doctors, nurses and health care staff members, all funeral 

home staff members, elected officials, all essential workers, all parents, all students and teachers, all those 

unemployed or furloughed, and all staff and residents of nursing homes especially Goodwin House, 

Culpeper Garden, Regency, Powhatan, Larmax, and the Virginian.  We remember Tom Martin, Greg 

Haynes, Cathy Mayes, Captain Seth Vandekamp, Chief Warrant Officer Dallas Garza, Chief Warrant Officer 

Marwan Ghabour, Staff Sergeant Kyle McKee, Sergeant Jeremy Sherman, Sergeant Major Michaela Ticha, 

Lieutenant Colonel Sebastien Botta, and all those who have died.     

 

 
Note:  Today’s Prayers of the People was adapted from General intercessions in the Eucharist, Advent 1, 
by Ormonde Plater, Archdeacon of the [Anglican/Episcopal] Diocese of Louisiana, 
http://www.oplater.net/IntercessionA-Advent1.pdf 

 

http://www.oplater.net/IntercessionA-Advent1.pdf

