
 
 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Welcome! 

Welcome to virtual worship with the greater St. Michael’s community!  You 
honor us by participating in this service.  The root of the word liturgy is “the 
work of the people.”  Meaning all that happens in this virtual community works 
because of your participation.  The beautiful thing about this invitation to 
participate is that, who we are and what we bring is enough because God 
meets us here in this virtual space. 

The words of our worship service are lifted from the Episcopal (and before 
that Anglican) tradition.  The thing that sets us apart from other 
denominations is our dedication to Common Prayer.  These same words 
have been used for hundreds of years by people all over the world, and are 
still used today.  The hope of finding ourselves in the midst of this ancient 
tradition is that we might both learn from those who have come before, and 
add our own voices to the heavenly chorus. 

During this time of worshipping virtually what you will find is an order for 
ante-communion, or in more familiar language, the Liturgy of the Word. 
Until we can safely gather together and share in breaking of the bread and 
the common cup, we will feast on Holy Scripture.  Jesus told his disciples, 
“Whenever two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
We trust that God’s presence is very much with us as we share our 
intentions and prayers in worship.  
 

 



The Liturgy of the Word 

Opening Hymn:  494 

 



 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

The Collect of the Day   

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.    
People        And also with you.    
Celebrant   Let us pray.    



Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, 
and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the 
fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his 
most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Lessons   

A reading from Genesis 45:1-15 

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, 
and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with 
him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so 
loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard 
it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But 
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his 
presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came 
closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 
And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you 
sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine 
has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you 
to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made 
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the 
land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says 
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, 
do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be 
near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as 
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you 
there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you 
and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And 
now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own 
mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am 
honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father 
down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, 
while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and 
wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 



Psalm 133 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 

A reading from Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 
God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were 
once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 
disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 
mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has 
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

A reading from Matthew 15: 10-28 

Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 
it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what 
comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and 
said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they 
heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly 
Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind 
guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall 
into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he 
said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that 
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the 
sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and 
this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, 



adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile 
a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, 
“Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and 
urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But 
she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, 
“It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She 
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! 
Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed 
instantly. 

Children’s Sermon  

The Sermon                The Rev. Beth Franklin 

Musical Reflection   

The Prayers of the People  (Form IV, Book of Common Prayer) 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice 
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use 
its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 



Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may 
serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may 
be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in 
heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be 
supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be 
surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We ask this for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through 
the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Let us pray together using the words Jesus taught us,  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



Confession of Sin   

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   

Silence may be kept.   

Minister and People  

Most merciful God, we confess that 

we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left 

undone.   

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.   

We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your Name. Amen.   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.   

Closing Prayer   

May the Spirit kindle in us the fire of God’s love. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn: 764 

 



 

 

 



Activities This Week At St. Michael’s 

Sun., Aug. 16   9:00 AM Virtual Worship 
10:00 AM Virtual Coffee Hour 
 4:00 PM Virtual Holy Listening 

Tue., Aug. 18   7:30 PM Virtual Vestry 

Wed., Aug 19   8:00 PM Virtual Evening Devotional 

Thu., Aug. 20   1:00 PM Virtual XYZ 

Sun., Aug. 23   9:00 AM Worship On The Lawn 
11:00 AM Virtual Worship 
  4:00 PM Virtual Holy Listening 
  8:00 PM Virtual Fellowship For Parents 

 

Prayer List Week of August 16, 2020 

In the Anglican Communion, we pray for the Scottish Episcopal Church.   In the Diocese of Virginia we pray 

for Students, Faculty, and Administrators at Diocesan Church Schools: Christchurch, St. Catherine’s, St. 

Christopher’s, St. Margaret’s, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes, Stuart Hall.  In the region of Arlington we pray for 

St. Michael’s.  We pray for leaders of churches everywhere, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Susan, Jennifer, and Porter our bishops; and Beth, our rector.   

We pray for goodwill among nations; for Donald, our President, Antonio, Secretary General of the United 

Nations, Ralph, our Governor, members of the Arlington County Board, and all those in authority. We pray 

for the welfare of those serving our nation at home and abroad, especially Jeremy, Georganna, and 

Annamarie.     

In our Parish Family, we pray for Maria, Erin, Chrissie, David, Silas, Roberta, Margot, Paul, Anthony, Leroy, 

Cindy, Sarah, Giovana, Connor, Lisa, John, Jonathan, and Genevieve.    

In our greater community, we pray for Cindy, Rita and Paul, George, Emily, Andrew, Cate, Wendy, Ethan, 

Marion, Roland, Lexi, Patty, Ethan, Caroline, Joe, Whitney, Dave, Henry, Richard, Becky, Susan, Keith, 

Martha, Barbara, Betty, Joyce, Doris, Susan, the Lloyd family, Evelyn, Janet, Jennifer, JoAnn, Devon, all 

doctors, nurses and health care staff members, all funeral home staff members, elected officials, all 

essential workers, all parents, all students and teachers, all those unemployed or furloughed, and all staff 

and residents of nursing homes especially Goodwin House, Culpeper Garden, Regency, Powhatan, 

Larmax, and the Virginian.  We give thanks for the births of Clementine Sullivan, John “Jack: William Adams, 

Colin Patrick Lowry, Margaret Mae Brooks, and Emma Catherine Rowles.  We remember Garnetta Spriggs, 

Stuart, Masayo Stone, Alan Phillips, Lance Corporal Guillermo Perez, Private First Class Bryan Baltierra, 

Lance Corporal Marco Barranco, Private First Class Evan Bath, Hospitalman Christopher Gnem, Private 

First Class Jack Ostrovsky, Corporal Wesley Rodd, Lance Corporal Chase Sweetwood, Corporal Cesar 

Villanueva, and all those who have died.     

 
 


